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Session Objectives 

 

• Review the building blocks of literacy: reading, 
writing, speaking, listening and language 
 

• Develop strategies to integrate literacy activities 
and projects throughout your program 
 

• Identify Y4Y resources that assist in developing 
literacy skills for students in grades 6-12 

 



Go to http://y4y.ed.gov 

 



Literacy is Important 

Learn/ Literacy/ Introduction p.30 



1. Create an environment that facilitates literacy acquisition 
 

2. Expose children to a wide variety of high-interest reading and 

writing materials 
 

3. Use project based learning (PBL) to facilitate authentic 

connections between learning and life  
 

4. Incorporate digital technology and other 21st Century learning 

tools 
 

5. Involve families in meaningful learning experiences 
 

6. Empower students through learning and celebrate success 

 

 

Six Key Strategies 

Tools/ Literacy/Assess and Reflect/Six Key Strategies 



 

How can you boost literacy development 
for students using Y4Y resources? 

Driving Question 



Building Blocks 

Learn/ Literacy/ Introduction p.3 



Five Components of 
Reading 

1. Phonemic Awareness  

2. Phonics  

3. Vocabulary * 

4. Fluency* 

5. Reading Comprehension *  

 

Learn/ Literacy/ Introduction p.13 



A. Reads slowly, without 
expression or tone 

B. Confuses similar sounds, e.g. 
/f/ and /v/ 

C. Misreads words when 
context is unclear  

D. Gets confused when words 
are used in specialized ways, 
e.g. “root” in math vs. “root” 
of a tree  

E. Struggles to answer 
questions about a text he or 
she has just read 

 

Common Challenges 

1. Phonics 

2. Vocabulary 

3. Comprehension 

4. Phonemic 
Awareness 

5. Fluency 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Five Components of Reading 



Vocabulary 

• Knowledge of word and 

word meanings in 

expressive and receptive 

forms. 
 

• Bigger is better, with a 

wide range 

  

 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Five Components of Reading 



Three Tiers 

• Tier 1 – everyday words 

• Tier 2 – appear in formal 
documents 

• Tier 3 – occur in specific 
subject areas or domains 

Tools/ Learn More Library/ Web-based Resources 



Vocabulary Collage 

• Explore Root Word, Prefixes, and Suffixes 
handout 

• Create a group collage using magazine 
pictures  

• Try out different combinations of word 
parts to title your group’s work 

Tools/Literacy/Plan and Implement/Vocabulary Collage 



How do you know when a 
student needs support with 
comprehension? 

 

What Do You Think? 



Comprehension 

(B)efore  

• Activate existing knowledge 

• Create mental framework 
 

(D)uring  

• Interact with text 

• Add to framework 
 

(A)fter 

• Incorporate into core 

knowledge 
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Tools/Literacy/Plan and Implement/Effective Questioning 



Computational  
Fairy Tales 

Before Activity:  

Brainstorming Web-  Brainstorm out 
predictions & questions about the 
story. 

During/After Activity: 

Rate this Story!- Create a movie review 
or illustrated poster to summarize and 
evaluate the story 

Tools/ Learn More Library/STEM/Web-based Resources/ Computer 
Science Teachers Association 

The Ant and the Grasshopper: A Fable of Algorithms 
 



Fluency 

Tools/ Literacy/Plan and Implement/Everyday Fluency Strategies 

• Focus on speaking and 

listening skills 

• Read Aloud 

• Partner/Paired Reading 

• Poetry 

• Readers’ Theater 
 

 



Video Example 

Tools/Learn More Library/Literacy/External Videos/Performance 
Poetry Engages Students 



• Provide student voice and 
choice in writing activities 
 

• Build on students’ prior 
knowledge and interests 
 

• Make writing active and 
social 
 

• Create opportunities for 
self discovery 

 

 

Motivating Students 
to Write 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ The Writing Process 

Tools/Literacy/Assess and Reflect/Text Genre Checklist 



• Pre-writing 
 

• Drafting 
 

• Revising and Editing 
 

• Publishing/Production 

 

 

Writer’s Workshop 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ The Writing Process 



Literacy Anchor 
Standards 

• Focus on rigorous college 
and career ready standards 
to prepare students for the 
21st Century 

• Specify skills needed in 
reading, writing and oral 
language 

• Represent end goals 
 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Literacy Standards 



Standards to Practice 

• Think about what books your 
students are reading in school 

• Pick one book and focus on 
one specific literacy standard 
(e.g. reading, writing, or oral 
language) 

• Fill out the “Standards to 
Practice” Planning tool 

Tools/ Literacy/Plan and Implement/ Standards to 
Practice Planning Tool 



Engaging Families 

• Key strategy: Involve families in 
meaningful learning experiences 

 

• Create an agenda for a family literacy 
event 

 

• Use the Family Literacy Event 
Planning Checklist as a guide 

 

Tools/Literacy/Plan and Implement/Family Literacy 
Event Planning Checklist 



Adolescent Literacy 

Tools/Learn More Library/ Literacy/ Publications/Recommendations for 
Improving Adolescent Literacy  



Questions 

• What are your action items coming out of 
today’s session? 

 

• What do you want to learn more about? 

  

 

 



Contact Us 

Jessica Chung 

jchung@foundationsinc.org 

 

Judy Ha 

jha@foundationsinc.org 
 

 

Visit http://y4y.ed.gov  
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