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Session Objectives 

 

• Review the building blocks of literacy: reading, 
writing, speaking, listening and language 
 

• Develop strategies to integrate literacy activities 
and projects throughout your program 
 

• Identify Y4Y resources that assist in developing 
literacy skills for students in grades K-5 

 



Go to http://y4y.ed.gov 

 



What is Literacy? 
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How can you boost literacy 
development for students in grades K-5 

using Y4Y resources? 

Driving Question 



Building Blocks 
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Five Components of 
Reading 

1. Phonemic Awareness  

2. Phonics  

3. Vocabulary 

4. Fluency 

5. Reading Comprehension  
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A. Reads slowly, without 
expression or tone 

B. Confuses similar sounds, e.g. 
/f/ and /v/ 

C. Misreads words when 
context is unclear  

D. Gets confused when words 
are used in specialized ways, 
e.g. “root” in math vs. “root” 
of a tree  

E. Struggles to answer 
questions about a text he or 
she has just read 

 

Common Challenges 

1. Phonics 

2. Vocabulary 

3. Comprehension 

4. Phonemic 
Awareness 

5. Fluency 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Five Components of Reading 



• Ability to work with 
sounds in spoken words 

 

• Skills to identify, blend, 
and segment sounds in 
words, like onset and rime 

 

• Rhymes and alliteration 
 

 

Phonemic Awareness 
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• Ability to map 
sounds to 
written letters 

 

• Skills to decode 
and write words 

 

 

Phonics 
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Fun with Phonemes  
and Phonics 

• Finger play  

 

• Word games with 
poetry and songs 

 

• Print-rich environments 
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Activity Centers 

• Provide opportunities to 
explore literacy 

• Engage and expand 
literacy knowledge 
around  youth interests 

 

 

 

Tools/ Literacy/ Plan and Implement/ 

Literacy Activity Center Planner 



Vocabulary 

• Knowledge of word 
and word meanings in 
expressive and 
receptive forms. 

 

• Bigger is better, with a 
wide range 

  
 Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Five Components of Reading 



Three Tiers 

• Tier 1 – everyday words 

• Tier 2 – appear in formal 
documents 

• Tier 3 – occur in specific 
subject areas or domains 

Tools/ Learn More Library/ Web-based Resources 



Vocabulary Parade 

• Create a simple 
“costume” that 
visually represent a 
vocabulary word 

• Display the definition 
of the word and use 
the word in a sentence 

 

Tools/Literacy/Plan and Implement/Vocabulary Collage 



Fluency 

• Ability to read 
accurately, quickly, and 
with proper expression 

 

• Focus on meaning, not 
decoding 
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Video Example 

The True Story of the Tree Little Pigs 

Tools/ Learn More Library/ External Videos 



Comprehension 

(B)efore  

• Activate existing knowledge 

• Create mental framework 

(D)uring  

• Interact with text 

• Add to framework 

(A)fter 

• Incorporate into core 
knowledge 

 Tools/ Literacy/ Plan and Implement/ BDA Lesson Planner 



Effective Questioning 

• Red Light: “Not There” Questions 

 

• Yellow Light: “Here and There” Questions 

 

• Green Light: “Right There” Questions 
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Comprehension 
Activities 

• Picture Walk 

 

• Read Aloud 

 

• Pick 1 activity from 
the tool that your 
students would enjoy 
doing after reading.   

Tools/ Literacy/ Plan and Implement/Comprehension Activities 



Literacy Anchor 
Standards 

• Focus on rigorous college 
and career ready standards 
to prepare students for the 
21st Century 

• Specify skills needed in 
reading, writing and oral 
language 

• Represent end goals 
 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Literacy Standards 



Literacy Across the Day 

Teach/ Literacy/ Trainings to Go/ Literacy Standards 



Learn More Library 



Questions 

• What are your action items coming out of 
today’s session? 

 

• What do you want to learn more about? 

  

 

 



Contact Us 
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