
AgendaAgenda

HO- 1

q Introductions / Getting Started

q Reconnecting to the TEKS for LOTE

q A Look at Learning Scenarios
• Characteristics
• Development

q Facilitating Change in LOTE Instruction and
Learning: Instructional Strategies/Techniques

q Planning for the Future

q Concluding Remarks and Evaluation



HO- 2

Signature Search

1.  Does your school/district offer less commonly taught
languages like Chinese, Russian, Arabic?

2.  Does your district offer any language beginning in
elementary school?

3.  Does your school/district offer languages-across-the-
curriculum (language as part of an interdisciplinary curriculum)?

4.  Does your school/district offer special language courses
for native speakers of those languages, e.g., Spanish for
Spanish Speakers?

5.  Does your school/district offer dual-language or language
immersion programs?

6.  Does your school/district provide for a wide variety of
instructional approaches and materials including the Internet,
CD-ROMs, and authentic materials such as newspapers and
magazines in the target language?

7.  In your school/district, are LOTE courses available for
all  students?

8.  Does the LOTE program in your school/district address
future career opportunities and personal interests as well
as preparing students to study literature?

9.  Do you use a proficiency-based curriculum (vs. one
focused primarily on grammar and literature)?

10. Does your curriculum provide for students to learn about
the target culture through experience rather than just
learning “facts”?

In the time allowed, try to find someone who answers “yes” to each of the following questions.
Have that person sign his/her name on the line to the right of the question.  Try to find a
different  person for each question!



TEKS-TEKS-pectationspectations

HO-3

TEKS-pectations for Novice Level
• Understand short, spoken utterances on basic, everyday topics

• Produce learned words, phrases, and sentences on basic everyday topics

• Detect main ideas ina familiar material on basic, everyday topics

• Recognize the importance of accuracy and of knowing about the culture in

communication

TEKS-pectations for Intermediate Level
• Participate in simple face-to-face communications about personal history or

leisure activities

• Create and understand simple statements and questions

• Understand main ideas and some details of material on familiar topics

• Cope successfully in straightforward social and survival situations

• Use knowledge of culture in developing communication skills and of language

components to increase accuracy

TEKS-pectations for Advanced Level
• Participate fully in casual conversations in culturally appropriate ways

• Explain, narrate, and describe in paragraph-length discourse in past, present,

and future time

• Understand main ideas and most details of material on a variety of topics

• Cope successfully in problematic social and survival situations

• Apply knowledge of culture and an acceptable level of accuracy of expression

when communicating



Evaluating Learning ScenariosEvaluating Learning Scenarios

HO-4

Does the scenario support the designated
knowledge and skills (two or more)?

Do the activities reflect student-centered tasks?

Are the activities multi-staged and task-based,
leading to a product showing evidence of what

students know and can do?

Do the activities encourage creative and
divergent thinking?

Are the tasks appropriate for the designated
proficiency level?
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Instructional Strategies/Techniques
Additional Example Activities

Priming Activities

•  Put a “thought question” on the board as a sponge activity at the beginning of
the class which elicits background knowledge about the topic to be taught
(e.g.  What do you find frustrating when other people give you directions?
What is the most important thing to plan for on a vacation?  How many of your
relatives can you name and give their relationship to you?  What dish do you
like that originated in another country?)

• Ask students at the beginning of the class to write down one thing they now
understand about the topic being taught and one thing they do not yet
understand. Use information for whole class discussion.

•  Students brainstorm the main events in the life of a modern-day doctor,
lawmaker, artist, musician, teacher, homemaker, etc. in preparation for a unit
studying Roman private and public life.

Grouping

• When peer editing compositions for novice and intermediate learners, form
small groups which are “experts” on a certain topic (e.g. organization,
spelling, topic sentence).  Each group edits for the specified topic only.

•  Ask students to locate other students in class who have something in
common with them (e.g. have sisters, have traveled abroad, wear glasses) by
asking questions in the target language.  Use students with similar
characteristics to form working groups for instructional activities.

•  Students do a paired reading of Latin poetry, assisting each other with
metrical structure.

Application
•  Groups of students read movie advertisements in the target language and

express to the whole group which one they would like to see and why.
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Additional Classroom Activities  (continued)

• Students keep a food diary in the target language for a week.  They share diaries with
the whole group to determine if they are eating according to the recommended food
pyramid for nutrition.

•  Students interact with community members who have been  involved in a variety of
careers to understand how they have used their study of Latin.

Student-Centered Practice

•  Students teach a  group of  younger children basic greetings in the target language.

• Students work in small groups to create a television commercial advertising a new
product in the target culture.

•  Students read a passage in English and identify prefixes and suffixes of Latin origin.

Assessment

•  Students role play a scene in which a cultural misunderstanding occurs.

• Students illustrate and present the literal and actual meanings of idioms in the  target
language.

• Students participate in an adapted Latin play, reading aloud with accurate pronunciation,
meaningful phrase grouping, and appropriate voice inflection.
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* Remember, these techniques are neither hierarchical, (necessarily) sequential, nor mutually exclusive
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What do I do now?What do I do now?
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Ordering Project ExCELL Publications
The following documents were prepared by Project ExCELL and were developed through a
contract with the Texas Education Agency (TEA) with funding provided by the U.S.
Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement of Education.

A Texas Framework for Languages Other Than English

Professional Development for Language Teachers: Implementing the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than English

Preparing Language Teachers to Implement the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
for Languages Other Than English

All documents include the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Languages Other Than
English.

l Photocopied versions of all three documents are available from the Texas Foreign
Language Association (TFLA) for the cost of duplicating and mailing:

TFLA members: $2.50 each or $6.00 for all three
Non-members: $3.50 each or $9.00 for all three

Send Checks, payable to TFLA, to:
Phyllis B. Thompson
Houston Baptist University
7502 Fondren
Houston, Texas 77074

l An original version of A Texas Framework for Languages Other Than English can be 
obtained from TEA.

$8.00 for tax-exempt organizations (e.g., educational organizations, government
agencies, etc.)

$10.00 for all others

To order, contact:
Publications Distribution and Sales
Texas Education Agency
1701 North Congress
Austin, Texas 78701
Phone: (512) 463-9744

Prepaid orders may be addressed to:
Skip Baylor
P.O. Box 13817
Austin, Texas 78711-3817


