
Session 5: Handout 3 (Explore)
A Classroom Environment to Support Integrated Problem-Based Activities

Below is an example rubric to help you get started. You may or may not agree with the criteria provided but do not allow that to be an obstacle. You should begin with the element you selected or were assigned and break it down into subcategories that make sense to you. Once you do that, describe what the ideal implementation of that subcategory would look like. Then describe what would be completely unacceptable. From those two extreme points, identify the Level 2 and Level 3 criteria.
	Element


	Criteria and Levels of Accomplishment



	Teacher actions
	Level 1

Unacceptable
	Level 2

Undesirable, but

Acceptable
	Level 3

Acceptable
	Level 4

Outstanding or Ideal

	Planning and organization
	Not evident
	“Winging it,” but there is an organized flow
	Lesson plans are written
	Lessons plans are written and followed, objectives are clearly stated, etc.

	Assessment of student learning
	Students exchange papers and grade each others’ work
	Multiple choice answers on machine-graded forms
	Response system used to check for understanding
	Rubrics, open-ended questions that encourage critical thinking, etc.

	Instructional style
	Instructions on the board, students complete work independently
	Lecture method 
	Direct teaching and small-group work on problem-solving tasks
	Modeling of expectations, integration of hands-on experimentation


	Category (e.g., Classroom
arrangement)
	Level 1
Unacceptable
	Level 2
Undesirable, but

Acceptable
	Level 3
Acceptable
	Level 4
Outstanding or
Ideal

	Subcategories
(e.g. classroom library, teacher’s location, students’ seating arrangements, access to computers)
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