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Response to Intervention Summit: 
February 24 & 25, 2010 

  Learn about Post-School Outcomes for 
youth With Disabilities 

  Learn about the National Post-School 
Outcomes Center and their tools and 
products available for use 

  Gain an understanding how PSOs can be 
used to improve in-school services to 
youth with disabilities 
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Sustained 
parental 
involvement 

Supports for 
academic 
achievement 

Relevant 
skills for 
college and 
work 

Help with 
social 
relationships 
and problem 
solving 

Increasing school completion involves: 
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US Census Bureau  

POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION 

  45% enrolled at anytime 
 (53% general population)  
  32% 2-yr colleges 
  14% 4-yr colleges 
  37% self-identified 

having a disability & 
informed school 

  29% had completed 
program 

EMPLOYMENT  

  72% employed at some 
time  

  57% working at interview 
(66% general population) 

  19% had informed 
employer 

  3% received 
accommodation 

  53% had quit their last job 
  89% had annual individual 

or household income of 
$25,000 or less 

Newman, L., Wagner, M., Cameto, R., & Knokey, A.-M.
(2009). The Post-High School Outcomes of Youth with 
Disabilities up to 4 Years After High School. A Report of 

Findings from the National Longitudinal Transition Study-2  
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ADDITIONAL FINDINGS  

  82% ED stopped by police 
other than for a traffic 
violation 

  78% VI attended PSE  
  72% HI attended PSE  
  66% MR participating in 

PSE, work, or  job training 
(i.e., engaged)  

  34% ED enrolled in PSE 

Newman, L., Wagner, M., Cameto, R., & Knokey, A.-M.(2009). The Post-
High School Outcomes of Youth with Disabilities up to 4 Years After High 

School. A Report of Findings from the National Longitudinal Transition 
Study-2  

Purpose of IDEA 

To ensure that all children with disabilities have 

available to them a free appropriate public 

education that emphasizes special education and 

related services designed to meet their unique 

needs and prepare them for further education, 

employment, and independent living 

IDEA Regula,ons §300.1(a) 



5 

Help State Education Agencies develop 
practical, yet rigorous data collection 
systems to describe the further education 
and competitive employment  
experiences of youth with disabilities as 
they transition from high school to adult life.  

Under IDEA, States are required 
to submit 

  State Performance Plan (SPP) 
 Annual Progress Report (APR) 
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State’s plan and performance are 
based on 20 Part B indicators 

 4 specific to secondary 
transition: 

#1   % of youth who graduate 
#2   % of youth who drop out 
#13 % of youth with transition components in the IEP 
#14 % of youth who achieve post-school outcomes 

11 

Kohler (NSTTAC), 2007 12 

Staying in School, 
Not dropping out 

(Indicator 2) 

Graduating 

(Indicator 1) 

Quality IEPs 
(Indicator 13) 

Positive post-
school outcomes 

(Indicator 14) 
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 Report at the national, state, and 
local levels through the State 
Performance Plan/Annual Progress 
Report (SPP/APR) 

 Guide and improve transition 
services delivered to transition age 
youth with disabilities 

 Who are data collected on? 

 What data are collected? 

 How are data collected? 

 When are data collected?  

 Who collects the data? 
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Those with IEPs who leave 
high school: 
 With diplomas 
 With certificates, modified 

diplomas 
 By aging out 
 By leaving early /dropping outs 
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Challenge:  finding early leavers  

Percent of youth who are no longer in secondary 
school, had IEPs in effect at the time they left 
school, and were: 

1.  Enrolled in “higher education” 
2.  In “competitive employment” 
3.  Enrolled in “some other postsecondary 
education or training” 
4.  In “some other employment” 
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  Disability Type 
  Exit status 
  Gender 
  Ethnicity/Race 
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States/districts can then disaggregate their 
data across these variables to assess how 

various sub-populations are performing 
across the Indicator (employed and/or 

enrolled) for program improvement. 

 From extant data  
 (1 State) 
 Survey  

 Phone survey  
(27 States) 

 Mail survey  
(1 States) 

 Combination  
(22 States) 
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Challenge:  Contacting leavers 1‐year out of school 
February 2008 SPP (FFY 2006) Reports 

 Census  (all leavers)   
 36 states  

 Sampling (some 
leavers) 

  22 states  
 Every district/6 

years 
 ADM > 50K 
 Representative 

sample 
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Tools & 
Products 

Available NOW!! 

  Student Flyer 

  Parent Flyer 

  District Data Use   
Tool 

Available SOON!! 

  Student-focused 
PPT 

  Parent-advocate 
focused PPT 

  You-Tube video for 
students 

20 
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Examining Local PSO  
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Student Flyer 
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Parent Informational Flyer 
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  Working with 
States to 
Incorporate 
Indicator 14 Data 
into their State 
Longitudinal Data 
Systems 

  Where is your 
state in this 
process? 25 

http://www.psocenter.org 

Deanne Unruh, Ph.D.  
NPSO, Co-Director 
dkunruh@uoregon.edu 


