Resources Available to States for Improving Teacher Quality

Source: CCSSO website 


	
	

	Federal Perkins Loan Teacher Cancellation

Cancels 100% of federal Perkins loans for teachers who work for a full academic year in a low-income school. (Teachers of hard-to-fill subjects such as special ed, math, science, bilingual education, and foreign languages are also eligible for loan cancellation.)
	http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/cancelperk.jsp?tab=repaying


	Transition to Teaching grants

USDE description:

“The Transition to Teaching program supports the recruitment and retention of highly qualified mid-career professionals, including qualified paraprofessionals, and recent college graduates who have not majored in education to teach in high-need schools and districts through the development of new or enhanced alternative routes to certification.”
	http://www.ed.gov/programs/transitionteach/index.html


	Improving Teacher Quality State Grants to State Agencies for Higher Education (SAHEs)

USDE description:

“The purpose of Title II, Part A is to help increase the academic achievement of all students by helping schools and school districts ensure that all teachers are highly qualified to teach. Through the program, State educational agencies (SEAs) and Local educational agencies (LEAs) receive funds on a formula basis, as does the State agency for higher education (SAHE). The SAHE provides competitive grants to partnerships comprised, at a minimum, of schools of education and arts and sciences along with one or more high-need LEAs.” 

	http://www.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/index.html


	USDE-Funded Mathematics and Science Partnerships, Title II, Part B

USDE Description:

“The U.S. Department of Education’s Mathematics and Science Partnerships (MSP) program is administered by the Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality Program (AITQ) in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title II, Part B. The MSP supports partnerships between the mathematics, science, and/or engineering faculty of institutions of higher education and high need school districts. Other partners may include schools of education, business, and nonprofit organizations. The program’s goal is to increase student achievement through increasing teachers´ content knowledge and pedagogical skills.” 


	http://www.ed-msp.net/protected/overview.jsp?.lat


	Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program – FFEL and Direct Loan Programs

Provides up to $17,500 in federal loan forgiveness for certain math, science, and special education teachers employed for five consecutive years in a low-income school.
NOTE: All schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) are considered low-income schools for teacher loan forgiveness purposes.

	http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/cancelstaff.jsp?tab=repaying


	National Science Foundation-Funded Mathematics and Science Partnerships, MSPnet

NSF Description:

“Through MSP, NSF awards competitive, merit-based grants to teams composed of institutions of higher education, local K-12 school systems, and their supporting partners…

A major research and development effort, the MSP program responds to concern over the performance of the nation's children in mathematics and science. Institutions of higher education—their disciplinary faculty in departments of mathematics, the sciences and/or engineering, education faculty and administrators—partner with K-12 districts and others to effect deep, lasting improvement in K-12 mathematics and science education through five key features: Partnership-Driven, Teacher Quality, Quantity and Diversity, Challenging Courses and Curricula, Evidence-Based Design, and Institutional Change and Sustainability.”

CAVEAT: USDE-funded math and science partnerships require projects to include high-need school districts, but the NSF-funded projects do not. Some of the NSF-funded projects listed on the following pages are clearly targeted to high-need districts, such as the Appalachian Mathematics and Science Partnership, the Boston Science Partnership, the New Jersey Math Science Partnership, the Cleveland Math and Science Partnership, the Milwaukee Mathematics Partnership, and the Wind River Math/Science Partnership.  All projects currently funded by NSF’s MSP program are included in this table, but states will have to determine which ones are appropriate to include in their teacher equity plans as examples of steps the state is taking to ensure an equitable distribution of teachers in high-need schools.

	http://hub.mspnet.org/index.cfm


	Robert Noyce Scholarship Program

NSF Description:

“The Robert Noyce Scholarship program seeks to encourage talented science, technology, engineering, and mathematics majors and professionals to become K-12 mathematics and science teachers. The program provides funds to institutions of higher education to support scholarships, stipends, and programs for students who commit to teaching in high need K-12 schools.”


	http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5733&org=DUE&from=home


	Teacher Incentive Fund

USDE description:

“The Teacher Incentive Fund supports efforts to develop and implement performance-based teacher and principal compensation systems in high-need schools.”

	http://www.ed.gov/programs/teacherincentive/index.html



