Classroom Snapshots

Based on the following snapshots, what do you know about literacy instruction at this school?

1. Teacher is modeling how to write a summary based on information collected in a graphic organizer.

2. Students are defining a list of twenty words.

3. Teacher is reading email and students are talking to one another.

4. Students are working in small groups to collectively read and discuss text. The strategy used by the students is Grand Conversations. The teacher has the individual roles of Grand Conversation Strategy described on a transparency projected on the wall.

5. Teacher is lecturing. Some students are listening; some heads are down; two students are talking; and one student is working on another class assignment.

6. Teacher is guiding students in a brainstorm to collect information of what students know about cell division.

7. Students are answering questions at the end of the section, while the teacher grades papers.

8. Students are working in pairs to read and collect information from text using a graphic organizer to collect and organize supporting details.

9. Teacher is working with a small group of students, while other students are working independently in small groups.
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