Scenario — Eighth Grade Social Studies
You are an eighth-grade social studies teacher in Katy, Texas. In accordance with the Texas Educational Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), you are focusing on U.S. history from the period just after the Revolutionary War through Reconstruction. Your class includes three students who were displaced by Katrina:

Jamal is clearly very bright and sometimes charming, but tends to be hyperactive, irritable, and easily bored. He has a younger sister, and his frequent talk about the hurricane tends to focus on her. For example, he talks about how upset she’s been that the family’s dog was left behind in New Orleans. Jamal complains often — and loudly — that he and his fellow Louisianans studied this very material last year, in the 7th grade. He sometimes riles up the other excitable boys in your classroom by talking about Texas as “backwards” and “sorry.” Though there are some gaps in his knowledge, he is clearly familiar with the material you’re covering. When he’s not raising his hand to complain, Jamal is increasingly disruptive in class.

Kevin is a struggling student. You don’t know any details about his or his family’s hurricane experience or their current circumstances. Like Jamal, Kevin has already been exposed to the history content you’re teaching, but he still has not yet mastered most of the material. When he first entered your school, Kevin tended to be quiet and withdrawn, but he has become buddies with Jamal (whom he sits behind in class) and, under Jamal’s influence he also is becoming more disruptive and occasionally aggressive. Last week after class he threatened a kid who’d responded to one of Jamal’s insults about Texas.

Magdalena is extremely shy and withdrawn. She emigrated with her family from Guatemala to the U.S. several years ago, moving first to Houston and then, in mid-2004, to New Orleans where her mother had family. One of Magdalena’s uncles has been missing since the hurricane, a circumstance that she refuses to talk about. Magdalena speaks very good English but has some trouble reading and writing in English, and her knowledge of U.S. history is very limited. She interacts some with other Hispanic students in your class (most of whom are native Texans), but she does not seem to have a best friend and keeps mostly to herself.

Some questions to consider:
How can you effectively engage each of the three students in the instructional content?

What, if any, additional (a) instructional supports, (b) non-instructional supports does each student need?

What should your role be in helping to address each student’s trauma related to the hurricane and its aftermath?

How should you handle Jamal’s and Kevin’s disruptive behavior?
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