Scenario — Sixth Grade English/Language Arts
You are a sixth-grade English/language arts teacher in a Houston high school. Your class includes three students who are evacuees from hurricane Katrina: 

Ricky is extremely withdrawn and morose. He never speaks in class; if you ask him a question, his answer is, “I don’t know.” He doesn’t seem to interact much with other students, either. In a couple of creative writing assignments he’s written painful, violent stories in which the main character dies or gets killed. Though his vocabulary is weak, he expresses himself well. You suspect he’s a bright kid, but other teachers say that he never seems to finish his work.

Waunda is hyperactive, a problem her mother says she didn’t have before Katrina and doesn’t want to treat with medication. The only time she settles down is when she’s doing a task on the computer, but you only have three iMacs in your classroom. It’s hard to get a clear sense of her academic abilities due to her hyperactivity.

Tyreese seems to be doing well, even though his grandmother died of a heart attack during the evacuation. He’s passionate about playing trumpet in the middle school band and has made friends among the other band members. He is attentive in class and a hard worker.

You’ve noticed that, though these three students differ in their academic performance across all their sixth-grade subjects, they share a common weakness in reading fluency and vocabulary. After some investigation you discover that the Louisiana standards for English/language arts begin to diverge from the TEKS in the third grade. In the third, fourth, and fifth grades, the Louisiana standards don’t emphasize students’ independent reading and practice in fluency as the Texas standards do.

Some questions to consider:
How can you effectively engage each of the three students in your classroom?

What, if any, additional (a) instructional supports, (b) non-instructional supports does each student need?

What should your role be in helping to address each student’s trauma related to the hurricane and its aftermath?
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