Scenario — Algebra 2 (11th grade)
You are an algebra 2 teacher in a Houston high school. Your class includes three students who are evacuees from hurricane Katrina:

Sonia is anxious to please and to do well, though she keeps explaining that she could be leaving any day now to go back to Louisiana. She talks constantly about her best friends from back home; apparently she spends hours each evening on the Internet, trying to track down all the members of her class. She is struggling to maintain a C+ average in your class, which distresses her tremendously because it threatens her college opportunities. You think she might be capable of doing better, but it’s hard to tell through all her anxiety.

Shawn was a straight-A student back home in New Orleans. He’s doing well in environmental science and English III, but he’s struggling in your class and in civics, where the instructor, Coach Davis, has sent him to the principal’s office several times for insubordination. You have a feeling Shawn is basically a good kid, but he’s sullen and unresponsive when you try to talk with him outside class, and a couple of times when you’ve called on him in class he’s pushed the limits of acceptable behavior. 

Curtis is typical of most algebra students you’ve taught over the years: He can follow the procedures and keep up as long as he pays attention and does his homework, though his understandings are relatively shallow. Lately, though, he’s missed several homework assignments, and he’s been dozing off in class. From his puffy, bloodshot look and some of the rumors you’ve been hearing, you suspect he’s drinking a lot.

In preparation for introducing new material, you’ve started to review basic quadratics, which you assume all your students studied in Algebra 1. It turns out, though, that in Louisiana students aren’t introduced to quadratics at all until they take Algebra 2. Though your Texas students vary in their mastery of the basics, none is as far behind as the three new students from Louisiana. 

Some questions to consider:
How can you effectively engage each of the three students in your classroom?

What, if any, additional (a) instructional supports, (b) non-instructional supports does each student need?

What should your role be in helping to address each student’s trauma related to the hurricane and its aftermath?
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