
Facilitator Guide

Trauma and Displacement: Cultural Considerations

Objective:

To increase awareness of cultural differences in style and language use among student from various backgrounds in the classroom
Materials:

Handouts

Digest:  Culture in Second Language Teaching

Thinking Cloud Sheet

Cultural Differences in Styles of Expression and Communication

Language — Dialect Issues in Instruction

Vignette: The Field Trip
Book: Yellow Bird and Me by Joyce Hansen

Chart paper

Markers
Time: 

60 minutes

Preparation:

Review this Facilitator Guide.

Read the articles that will be handouts

Obtain a copy of Yellow Bird and Me. This book is available from Barnes and Noble. You may use another book with similar themes if this book cannot be easily obtained.

Suggested Procedure:

Introduction

The readings and discussion in this activity will stimulate thought in order to understand what cultural considerations should occur when teaching culturally and linguistically diverse students.

Using the Thinking Cloud Sheet allow participants to fill in the sheet and share their definitions of Culture with colleagues. Briefly discuss “What is the definition of culture and what role does it play in learning?”

Culture in Second Language Teaching

Provide participants with copies of the Center for Applied Linguistic’s Digest: Culture in Second Language Teaching (see references for where to download this document) and explain that as they work with this document they should keep in mind the question “What are the implications for teaching and learning?”

Suggested Procedure:

Culture in Second Language
Provide participants with copies of the Center for Applied Linguistic's Digest: Culture in Second Language Teaching. Select sections The Importance of Culture in Language Teaching and Teaching Culture Without Preconceptions (see references where this document to download this document) and explain that as they work with this document they should keep in mind the question "What are the implications for teaching and learning?"
Jig Saw Cultural Differences in Styles of Expression and Communication
1. Divide into groups of three. This is your base group.

2. Number off 1 through 3 in your base group. Read the section assigned to your number.

Number 1s Paragraph starting with Communication styles and ending at (Dumont)

Number 2s Paragraph starting with There are numerous examples and ending at backgrounds
Number 3s Paragraph starting with There are many revealing and ending at children’s own ways with words.
3. Say “See you Later” to your base group and create a new group of no more than three members with others having the same numbers as you. This is your “learning group” 

4. Read your section of the information. Decide on the key points.

5. Review with others in your learning group. See if there is common understanding of the information.

 6. Develop a visual means for presenting/teaching this information to others in your base group. Every person has to develop a visual. Chart paper and markers are available.

7. Say “goodbye” to your learning group and return to your base group with visual in hand.

8. Starting with number 1, teach and learn the different information from each other by sharing section.

Now that participants are back in their home groups, distribute the handout, Vignette: The Field Trip
Tell participants read Vignette: The Field Trip and the Classroom Extension and discuss the following question with the other members of their group.

“What new insights or discoveries emerged for you by reading this vignette?”

Ask each group to share three key points from their small group discussion with the large group. If a group has already shared one of the ideas, try to add another idea.

Dialect Issues in Instruction 
Participants will listen to a short excerpt of the book, Yellow Bird and Me by Joyce Hansen, and record some of the non- Standard English used in the book. Lead a discussion of some strategies for supporting students who use non-standard English.
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